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As promised, I send you herewith for your personal 
information a sampling of opinion in the Departraentffrom the 
field regarding the effectiveness of RFA broadcasts. Also 
attached is a script of RFA which seems to me (insofar as I 
can size up the situation) to risk a contra-productive effect. 
There is another RFA script which I read some weeks ago but 
am unable now to locate. This plugged the theme that there 
is no hope of a rift in policy between Peking and Moscow and 
seemed to me to be either useless or actually harmful in 
terms of U.S. interests. 



Please see that the enclosed comments are not dissemi- 
nated widely or taken as official pronouncements. I believe, 
however, they may be useful to you in your problem concerning 
the morale and future effectiveness of CFA. 



Sincerely yours. 
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Specific consents on a miafcer of script® fellows, 

^ 1. Answer Nun Scr pt Mo» 2$$ recorded Juno 5, 1?5 2* Froo the Asiatic 

point of rl«r this script quite obviously reflects Acaerieans (UFA) trying 
to speak for Asians* The reaction mist be negative} if not harmful* 

2 * Answer Man Script Mo. 2$, June 12 f X9$2 criticises other radio 
outlets and describes PFA as the «nly radio able to reflect other than 
official views and policies* aid as the only one speaking for no special 
interest* this will undoubtedly tooewraag If and when indigenous radio 
stations take up broadcasting! for CPA. 

3* Throughout aost of t m scripts oxmnLaod the Department finds a 
consistent thread In the direction of telling Asians what they must be 
assuwdl to know about Asia and towards tailing the Chinese cn the Mainland 
what conditions are like on the nainl and. ibis can never win listeners* 
Cewsents froo the Foreign .'service, may inform! and private. Indicate 
that there is a quite an 1 fora distrust of SPA programs where they are 
heard at all* 

Is* Overseas Chinese Cmrwmtary Ho, 136, July 3, 1952 describes nos* 
eroue arood rebellion* going on on the mainland, with local descriptions. 

It sesns quite obvious that these facts, if they are facts, cannot to 
checked, thus, if they are Inaccurate, RFA Is destroying its own credi- 
bility* Throughout the scripts one obtains the opinion that the content 
is net geared to provable facts widely known. 

5. For a radio which purports to describe facts and which seeks 
sredibility, the approach in Peoples hatter Ho, U of June 12, 1952 seeas 
inadmissible, The spreading of scandbl and scurrilous reports belongs in 
the field of black rather than white or grey* In this letter, addressed to 
Jfcs Tse-tung's wife, it As stated that she has been "taken into Ms hare*.* 

6 , The scripts egousinsd tend to identify UFA closely with the (Moose 
national oovsswaewt* RFA often uses' Setlooal Ooveraasat current slogans 
such as *tho bogus aayor." Script Ho, 2h of Jtns 17 , 19 b2 states "while 
sup great sod patriotic leader Cnlang kal~shsk fought like a lion to aavs 
China, west of us sat book and did nothing," 

7* Mainland Chinese Ccnmmiary Mo. l£, June 10, 1952 tends direttly 
to contradict overt American policy which is to convince too Chinese poo* 
pie that they are the witting or unwitting puppets of tl» Kremlin and that 
their dovernaant hae eosesittod them to Porci.jn doalnstioa, l.e, by the 
Kremlin. Title seript states, "First, tha world has be cons aware of the 
fact that ti» roainfora ha* instructed their puppets aud at;; ants in Eoutb* 
oast Asia to switch their terrorist tactics be Urn Jiao lso*tung line* in 



other 



SECRET 



IITY INfOTHATHHi 

-3- 



otber word*, Stalin was so pleased with Mao ?*e-tuar*'s success la gaining 
control of the Chinese mainland that he instructs? the Co'^ uni ate in South- 
oast i*ia to copy Mao'* tactic**" 

The Tepar&aent beliavosr that say propagau ia directed at the Chines* 

Mainland can be Aaagereas and can boomerang with a very bad effect unless 
it is based 19m the nest eareful intelligence evaluation and « t borough 
understanding of all the ideological factors inherent in ths uiineee Cow- 
■mist heirar^r* 

S* Oversea* Comen tary So* IQ? purports to state the position of 
Buddhiim rs« Coertunisa, The script Is considered totally unsuitable for 
FS audiences* The Comstar/ roads as a superficial propaganda piece 
written by a Western writsr iron a Western point of view. While it is 
true that inert is soa-rt-du-; of A revival of fuddhisn in Puma, it is 
not of paramount pditlsal significance, and under no circumstances should 
any attempt be made to imply or state that it Is a political move. Any 
force of reli ions unity that could be created by a successful revival of 
Buddhisa would be destroyed by identification with political motives and 
particularly if those political motives are In toy «ay identified wi th 
farces outside Burma, namely, the united States* The script as it stands 
could in no way bo eons trued as an Asian ttlkin to Asians* 

It is highly doubtful that Asians would accept thu statement that 
the furmose government ia at temp tin,'’ to glvs back to Buddhism the high 
status it enjoyed lh tic "eld days of Monarchy," for Buddhist clergy 
did not enjoy a particularly high status in tb* old regime. It is for- 
tunate that the script did not o into details of philosophy, for one 
of the main points made in the script that, "If Gautaaa wore alive today, 
ha would have joined our cooncn crusade against CasBunisM* would haws 
bean obviously a negative one. Oautana would certainly not join a cru- 
sade as suggested in the script, for the active principle of 1 au tarns' s 
philosophy is non-resistance. 



The point made that Camunlst tyranny is forcing Buddhist nuns in 
Rod Chin* to aarry Is not a valid one, for the pressures triaging this 
about are economic rather than religious* Further, celibacy Is not 
fseamlly praetleod by oU. Buddhist awe to, and the earnest in the script, 
•when Cmnunlets fares then (Buddhist nuss) to many, the Canmunlsts are 
guilty of religious freedom," is unintelligible in the con teat t of the 
Script* 

Tise final paragraph of the script wMcp Hake Buddhism ami the 
"Erse World" as op oaed to Qomvnim ia a particularly dangerous . concept* 
The surest way to (dll incipient unity through a religious movement that 
in only beginning to have effect i» to inpiy political Motivation. Any 
such Implication should bo scrupulously avoided. 
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mm. HO. 3 - SUMMARY OF FIELD REACTION TO CFA 

On July 17* the Department sent a circular telegram to the 
principal Far Eastern posts, with the exception of Pusan, soliciting 
information and opinion on CFA and m activities with particular 
reference to radio and printed propaganda, activities of local 
representative*, attitudes of local government and people, 
achievements, errors, or emissions and suggestions for useful 
activities* Replies have been received from all addressees 
except Djakarta. 

From the replies, which vary considerably in their content 
and de&toe of responsiveness, some general principles and suggestions 
may be abstracted > 



1. The degree of success achieved by local representatives 
is dependent on their personal qualifies*' An essential 
requirement in all cases is ability to work quietly and 
with patience, 

2. Identification with local groups or individuals is 
essential. 

3* There is speculation about possible U.S. government 
connection of CFA. 

Iu CFA should concentrate on activities not f all ing within 
the purview of existing agencies. It is particularly 
important for CFA to move into the cultural field. 

5* One task which CFA can profitably undertake is to 
promote better relations between SEA nationals and 
resident Overseas Chinese. 

6. Closer coordination with the missions, including USIS, 
is advisable in order to avoid needless competition and 
loss of cover. 

7* CFA field activities should not be confined to “critical" 

areas. 

8. ERA is not listened to except on Formosa (Taipei comments 
that the technical quality of radio production is good.) 

9. RFA should concentrate on local production in the Far 
East and use medium wave outlets. 

10. Certain RFA programs receive criticism as unsuitable. 
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